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INTRODUCTION

THOUGH my knowledge of the Tamil Language is so scanty that
at first I held myself absolutely disqualified from complying with
Mpr. Suryanarayana Sastri’s request that I would write an introduc-
tion to this book, yet on his pressing it I could not deny myself the
pleasure of complying with his desire and showing my interest in
the excellent work which he has here done for his native tongue. It
has been a privilege to talk with him over his book and to see how
he has assimilated the methods of Western philologists and has ap-
plied them to the study of the Dravidian languages. While however
he has found his models in the west, no one can fail to see that his
inspiration comes from his love of Tamil and that he has put himself
into the book, with the result that it is fresh and original.

That the book meets a need is certain. As a study of the growth of

language in general from Dravidian point of view it is a contribu-

12



tion to Philology of notable value; while as a history of the Tamil
Language in particular it stands alone. And Tamil is a language
which well deserves such study. It belongs to a group which has a
strongly marked family type, and which, while it has features that
seem to connect it, on this side and on that, with widely differing
groups, is also distinguished from all other groups by features all
its own. Its origin still remains to be discovered a secret to reward
some scholar patiently treading in the path along which this book
points the way. Its grammar is full of interest and its literature is
one which any nation might be proud. It still has a vigorous life
as spoken tongue, and when its emancipation from the tyranny of
the conventions of a dead past is complete it will regain its literary
productiveness. For a long time at any rate it will be the medium
in which the movements and the emotions of the Tamilians will find
their real and natural expression. It must continue the language of
the genuine literature of the people. In English their thought and

feeling will move as it were in shackles; in Tamil they will have the
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spontaneity and ease and vigour of free movement.

1 am not competent to pronounce upon all the details of Mr Surya-
narayana Sastriar’s work, but I am convinved that the main lines
on which it is constructed are right. The patient work which I know
that he has devoted to the subject for years and his mastery of the
language both as scholar and as poet are a sufficient guarantee that
his illustration of the principles is wide and sufficently correct.

In the study of Tamil in our Collleges the book will mark an epoch.
For it puts that study upon a better basis, and will begin to do for it
what such writers as Trench and Morris and Skeat did for English
a generation or more ago. The author has by it gained for himself
the distinction of being the pioneer in a field into which many will
doubtless follow him. But none of his successors are likely to excel
him in the real usefulness of their work or in their love of the lan-
guage whose past he here illumines.

F. W.KELLETT.
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|. EARLY HISTORY

Ancient India: aborigines during the stone age and the subsequent
age: the Dravidian inroad: the Nagas: the Tamils: the ancient
state of the Tamils: the Tamils settle themselves in India: the com-
ing of the Turanians (Mongolians, the yellow men of India): the in-
termixer of Turanians and Tamil elements; the Tamil language: its
dialects: the relation of Tamil to the Turanian family of languages:
the state of civilisation of the Tamils: the migration of the Tamils:
the coming of the Aryans; the origin of the Tamil Alphabet; Tamil

and Sanskrit; Sanskrit influence over the Tamil dialects.
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Il THE INFLUENCE OF SANSKRIT.

The nature of the Aryans: Sanskrit only a dead language; acces-
sion of Sanskrit words in TAmil; Sanskrit borrowed hardly any
Tamil words,; Sanskrit words adapted in Tamil; the rise of Bud-
dhism; Tamil high and low; the rise of Jainism; Bilingualism, the
prepon derance of the Sanskrit element, Doublets; Tamil grammar
modified; Sanskrit and Tamil grammars organically different; the
independence of the Tamil language; the defects of Sanskrit; Tamil
Prosody: how far Tamil is indebted to Sanskrit; the opinion of the

authour of the Prayoga Viveka.
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Il THE THREEFOLD

CLASSIFICATION.

The nature of Iyal Tamil; the region where high Tamil prevailed,;
where low Tamil prevailed; works in Iyal Tamil; the relation of Iyal
Tamil and Natakam, the nature of Isai Tamil; works in Isai Tamil;
the relation of Isai to Natakam, the origin of Nataka Tamil; San-
skrit influence in Isai Tamil; the scarcity of works in Isai Tamil;
the nature of Nataka Tamil; the importance of Nataka Tamil; the
paucity of Nataka Tamil; the extinction of works in Nataka Tamil;
Nataka Tamil produces good effects; the revival of Nataka Tamil;

the existence of Nataka Tamil anterior to the Aryan influence.
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IV THE FIVE PARTS OF GRAMMAR

How language is formed; the constant change of language; the
origin of grammar as a check to the variability of language;
Agastyam; Tolkapyam; the three divisions of Tamil Grammar;
Porul llakkanam included Prosody and Rhetoric, Prosody sepa-
rated itself from Porul thence the fourfold divisions of Tamil Gram-
mar,; works of Prosody, want of study of Porul; Tamil Rheotirc im-
proved by Sanskrit;works on Tamil Rheotoric; the fivefold division
of Tamil Grammar completed; works treating of the fivefold divi-
sion of Tamil Grammar, Pattiyal; metrical Smoersaults; the gen-

eral decay of Pattiayl and metrical Somesaults.
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V. THE ORIGIN AND THE

ANTIQUITY OF THE LANGUAGE.

Natural language; sound as an instrument; the various ways in
which words are formed; imitative, emotional, and symbolic; the
tonguehelp to gesture language, the decay of gesture language at
the increase of tonguehelp; pronominal roots, language a human
product; the opinion of the ancient Tamils on the origin of Tamil
language; how intelligibility was possible; what are ancient lan-
guages?; Tamil one of them, the opinion of Valmiki and Vyasa,
when language originated, classical writers on antiquity of Tamil;

Kumariland submerged; Haeckel’s view.
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VI. THE INDIVIDUALITY OF THE

LANGUAGE.

Each language has an independent charecter; the offshoots of a lan-
guage vary in charecter;, Malayalam is a dialect of Tamil became
independent; the tamil Alphabet and its defects; the short o_; the
different ways of Tamil pronunciation, word formation, the parts
of speech, the classification of gender and its defects; classifiac-
tion of tense, the present tense, particles; tense classification to suit
modern Tamil; a dialogue;studyof words; the Tamil’s knowledge of

mathematics, the richness of Tamil.
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VI. ursneuies Fmprnuisvyy.
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VIl. CHANGES IN THE LANGUAGE.

The linguistic ‘natuaral selection’; change of form in words due to
negligencd, laziness and economy of time and effort; illaustrations;
change of word forms due to distinctions and ease of pronunciation;
illustations; change due to false analogy and desire for symmetry;
decency and euphemism, chane due to political fluctuations, acces-
sion of Hindustani words in Tamil classics; diphthongal changes;
change in long vowels; change due to commercial activities; the
differentiation of 1 and p, the differentiation of 1p and er; Vira-
soliyam and Kandapuranam on Lp and &f; the stages of language;
Tamil in the agglutinativeinflectional stage; the rapidity of change,
Generalisation; Specialisation; Amelioration; Deterioration; Sug-
gestion Freemasonry in words, chane due to Rhetoric; the develop-
ment of Grammar; change due to mistakes in metrical dictionaries;

the impossibility of correcting them; the relation between grammar
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and literature.
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VIIl. THE RANGE OF THE

LITERATURE

Civilisation enriches literaure; the dignity of laguage; periods of
literature, Early period; befoe 100 A.D; mediaeval mperiod; I.A.D.
100 to A.D.600. I A.D.600 to A.D. 1400, modern period; 1400 A.D.

upwards, a bird’s eye view of the literature of the three periods.

VII. mrsuriy.
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aeguileyerer sreh. @enLssrell HLU@GS ..
600 ps®m H.19. 1400 euewgulleyarer aevLd, LIDHETEULD
.19 1400 wpsed @MeODBIGT UEDTUINGTAT HTGLD,
@) LD(Lp &S TS S BTGV @)uicdL.

IX THE REFORM OF LANGUAGE.

The slow adaptation of language to the growth of civilisation; the in-
dispensability of reform, perspecuity of style; limitation of Sandhi;

the adoption of punctuation, the introduction of foreign words.

IX. uremeuieir FiHmBHBID.
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X. CONCLUSION.

The study of Tamil necessary; the excellence of Tamil; is Tamil
a classical language?; the schoolBook Society and its work; the
Madras DravidaBhasha Sangam, the Madurs New Tamil Academy
and its work; The Tamil Societies adjoining English Colleges; the
growth of a language is natural and unconscious; hence reforms

not to be forced.
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