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Kalpitha M, Books, Poem

Books are always friendly

Because they never keep you bored
They teach you moral values

And make you good and wise

Books never complain or shout at you
And wait for you all day

They never tease you nor make you sad
All they do is making you happy by reading them
When you feel lonely - remember

That there are few friends nearby

So spend your time by reading books

And inspire many to read books...
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Ten years ago, | landed into this land of
dragons. | wasn't aware the year is of great
significance to two countries thousands of
kilometers apart. Yes, Thang lang, called Ha Noi
these days, celebrated 1000 years
simultaneously with Than Gia Vu in An do.

An do is Indian in Viethamese. Than Gia
Vu is Thanjavur! That day | went to Hoan Kiem
Lake in Hanoi to take part in the celebrations,
lots of floral decorations, serial lights, bikes
everywhere, many families, men carrying their
kids on their shoulders and beautiful butterfly
like girls fluttering in all directions, but be careful
and watchful guys! Otherwise you may get
gently pushed down into the crowd that like it
happened to my friend Abishek Misra and his
Samsung Note was barted away for a cup of ice
cream!!



The country loves to eat and drink
outside every day. Freely flowing green tea
during day time and burgundy golden beers after
the sunset. Zamil my saudi company has
factories in north and south Vietnam. Hanoi in
north and Saigon in south.

After reunification of Vietnams, Saigon
became HCMC- Ho Chi Minh City. | went there
first time in 2011, looking for a Hindu temple to
pray when Aakash joined medical school in
Bharatpur Nepal. | was curious to know if Sai
baba was in anyway connected to Saigon; was
pleasantly surprised to see him in
Dandayuthapani temple in HCM. Crazy me
landing into right destinations by my not so right
and baseless google searches.

During years 2011 to 2014 almost every
alternate month | was flying from Ha Noi to
HCMC until | got transferred to our Dong Nai
factory, 50km away from HCMC. In the middle of
year 2015, Radhika and me had to say good bye
to Zamil and return back to India. After that |



almost forgot Vietham meandering back in Saudi
for three more years and the last two years in
India.

Back in Oct 2019, | got an opportunity to
join another steel company in HCMC. The day |
joined, I regained the Vietnamese hospitality, the
beer culture while my colleagues enjoyed the
sea food and meat, I'm happy with my tofu,
boiled spinach and garlic rice.

Year 2020 arrived with a surprise to
Viethamese, they could no longer drink and
drive anymore. First time in the history, bikers
need to be sober when they reach homes in the
evening. The business activities slow down
every January looking with TET the Viethamese
lunar new year around the corner to arrive by
the month end. Its nothing but the other name of
Chinese new year!

But the word China is dreaded and
forbidden in Vietnam, similar to Pakistan in
India. During the TET holidays we drank a lot,
back to back sessions. Our friend from China



had arrived in Wuhan by this time. We were
joking at each other "you are the virus" while
considering corona as just an internal affair of
China. | had a short trip to Africa by January
end, Radhika and Ashika arrived in HCMC by
February 1st week nobody bother to check us
during our flights.

With my wife and daughter, | was
roaming around freely in HCM while Ashika was
enjoying her Cafe Sua Da while Radhika got
engaged with her newly discovered You Tuber
passions. | asked Ashika if she could extend her
stay with us until March, but she stuck to her
original plan to return to Melbourne by 25th Feb,
which | think now was a right decision.

By March 2020, Corona has become a
global nuisance. Europe has started melting
under the covid's heat. We stared hearing about
covid cases in Hongkong, Singapore, Bangkok
and Philippines. The other Sunday evening, my
assistant Phuc a Vietnamese Catholic called me
in Zalo with the breaking news! Corona has
arrived Vietnam shores, his friend's sister was in



the same flight with the air hostess tested
positive upon arrival in Tan Son Nhat Int'l airport
HCMC. Air hostess became FO, Phuc's friend's
sister F1 along with 250 passengers. Phuc's
friend the F2 met Phuc in Church for evening
chorus making Phuc F3 with no symptoms or
infections what so ever. We asked Phuc to self
quarantine to be in the safe side for two weeks
time and he started working from home until end
of March. Later the F1 girl was found negative
for covid test which otherwise would have
upgraded to FO status.

Infections found left and right in Hanoi,
Danang and HCMC. Ten thousand people
quarantined in north Vietham. Some foreigners,
pilots landed HCMC infecting some in Buddha
bar, Indian restaurant with areas near airport
and district one becoming hotspots. Too many
public announcements in my apartment, security
checking temperature, offering sanitizer at the
main gate. There was even an emergency
assembly announcement one day morning 5 am
that made us running down from 7th floor.



From 1st of April, we declared lockdown
for office started work from home extended twice
until month end now. Tri ky the busiest local
restaurant opposite to my balcony is silent since
ages after one of its waitress was found positive
on 16th March. Radhika and myself come out of
our apartment once in two three days to buy
groceries and milk from Vinmart down stairs.

Couple of days ago, we had a long walk
to the co-op mart supermarket crossing the
deserted Gia Dinh park which otherwise stays
packed with evening walkers and joggers.
Business appears almost normal in HCM with a
steel building getting erected near our place,
banks shops open and bikes still on the road. All
restaurants, bars, pubs and massage centers
are closed until further notice. Govt has
registered 268 positive cases until now with a
majority declared cured.

There is a talk to relax the lockdown with
social distancing, mask and sanitizer to
continue, to resume local buses, trains and
flights by early May downgrading the covid



status. All said and done, life in Vietham will not
be the same anymore in same lines with bitter
and sad pessimistic mindset sowed by the virus
in two hundred plus countries across the world.

LMl (Wervgum iMiallwed SN ,E s




Creative Commons Attribution -Non
Commercial - ShareAlike (wmmLd

udlpeorid, ellpLener salL_mg))

SOHL QUMEID e aaTEDETmIb 2 @sdH
SIS EHES @eaigwrsGou SevL&a
Caiam®  araTLgisTEr  Bg  CHIESLD.
QuEpBINnEG srejsmar sigbu Hpiiydle
CT(LPSSTETT&HET, uenL_Liimaflger wrGo
apgells Csrensamuiun Cupeidame. 2 wdlnHa
Qe Qaeusiors Hmlés Couam@hb aadn
el ydaraiufer SbHaE@n  ianemelmdk@§n
ampssisar.  @bs miw PDF, E  Book

QUG GUBIGETIED @EEUFLDTSHS HlenL_&@LD.



<pleilud  slpssHMS  WwaTaal  (PELSUIT
Quuiblar oelwed SN MHEDS, 6(F eHLITUI
oMefwed SO pss’Laer yHw G\
SLULSEBD @bS mredlen Ardesamer &8l
fpiy  Bfow  @isEH  Celg  =ips
Bélfleass ghu (pubs lmeilde idsorer
Grdlsener  oFEL0H  Qeeusors SUOILD
FPESHDE QUPRIGLD.

2 BISERGEE AFHLL Grdser Coaneubwiaflean
TSNS QgrLryGsmeTereyd
(appliedtamil@gmail.com). 2 mIG@EH&ES
CoameuliLmbd  Wrdlsener Print On Demand
wperpuded BrmsCer HFHL ([, AFH YD

Qevenauld  Humed  Gewepeuwd LI HIGW



QU mI& 6l mesT(h 2 BIGEHEE — HIOSET
aupEI@GGauTd.  6Thg  @GRelaid  rusHnE
@bEIsmer  WT@HL  elhumer  Claligedl &
FL M TMUSDSTHD, Erdler Li@GdHsamer -
< Slflwursafler QUWFsmeT - SjeUTSHERSE 2w
omdsmsms SsHHCeur  wIHPGeur  FnL g
TETISDSTHE LD @leueuensw mer gour®.
"2 (puUeIE)&ECs Bl QEmhsb, er(pgiLeamsCs
a(psg  @ambgb".  "@Mmeuf 2 (heumddlw
UL Lygsemer wHmelf elDm 2 g <mHm

Qawe"

Quwhlsy <dlefwe OlPmEmns , @ eHUML

SiMefwed LD DIMEGSHL_L_m6rT
25.12.2021



Wlenepredlen smiyflenn: Creative Commons
Attribution -NonCommercial-ShareAlike  (

wrpb udlFemd, eflpLemen gl _mg))



	கவிஞர் கலைச்செல்வி புலியூர்க்கேசிகன், கவிதை
	கவி செங்குட்டுவன், கவிதை
	ஆற்றல் மறவன், கவிதை
	கவிஞர் புகாரி, கவிதை
	வெண்கொற்றன், கவிதை
	இராமசாமி துரைப்பாண்டி, கவிதை
	கவிஞர் வாரூர்ச்செல்வன், கவிதை
	துரை தனபாலன், கவிதை
	இராமசாமி துரைப்பாண்டி, சிந்தனைகள்
	இராமசாமி துரைப்பாண்டி, இறப்பது இயல்பானது, கட்டுரை
	Lateral Thinking by Tamils
	கோவை ஞானியுடன் ஒரு பேட்டி, கட்டுரை
	கலீல் ஜிப்ரானின் காதல் கடிதங்கள்
	இராமசாமி துரைப்பாண்டி, ஆபிரகாம் பண்டிதர், கட்டுரை
	கோட்டாறு தமிழரசன், திருக்குறள் உரையாடல், கட்டுரை
	இராம கி, தமிழெனும் கேள்வி, கட்டுரை
	முனைவர். பா. வில்சன், திருமதி ஜாஸ்மின், தமிழ் இசையின் பரிணாம வளர்ச்சியில் கலாசார பரிமாற்றத்தின் பங்கு, கட்டுரை,
	பாபு விநாயகம்,முனைவர்.ஆ.ஷைலா ஹெலின்,பாரதியின் பண் பாடு - பண்ணோடியைந்த மகாகவி பாரதி, கட்டுரை
	ஆனந்தி ஜீவா , வாழ்வியல் சிந்தனை, கட்டுரை,
	பேராசிரியர் செம்மல் முஸ்தபா, அயலானின் கடிதங்கள் நூலிலிருந்து, கட்டுரை
	முனைவர் பா.வேலம்மாள், திருக்குற்றாலக் குறவஞ்சி, கட்டுரை
	இசையறிஞர் நா.மம்மது, ஆய்ச்சியர் பாடிய முல்லைத் தீம்பாணி, கட்டுரை
	Kalpitha M, Books, Poem
	Dammam Bala, Work from home, Article

