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“Saraboji had no child and tradition
relates how one of his Queens named
Aparoopabai fearing that the throne
would go to the sons of Thukkoji,
pretended pregnancy and foisted
upon her husband as his own

offspring, a stranger boy who was
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known subsequently as Savai
Shahaji. Her plan was however
miscarried and Saraboji ordered her

to get rid of the bogus son~
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brother was Dosth Ali Khan who had a
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son and five sons-in-law of whom the
third was the well known Adventurer

Chanda Saheb.”

“In spite of his illness he (Baba Saheb,
the king of Tanjore) fought hard
against Chanda Saheb who attacked
Tanjore on his way to Trichinopoly and

made him retreat in 1735.”
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“Saiyeed, the Killedar of the Tanjore

Fort and the most powerful Captain,

conscious of the army whichbacked

him, interfered successfully in the
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internal matters of the Tanjore
Rulers.” “He seems to have
entertained the idea of usurping the

throne for his daughter.”
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(“Navayats a tribe, which appears to
have originally settled at Bhatkal in
North Canara and is known on the
West coast as “Bhatkali". It takes a
high place among Mussalmans and
does not inter marry with other

tribes.”)
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“Prathab when he became King was
not prepared to tolerate the usurped
authority of the Killedhar and
therefore at an opportune moment
he removed this enemy in his pathu

of advancement by executing him.~
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“Sayeed was murdered and buried on
the northern bank of Vadavar where a
large Mantapam still marks the spot
of his internment and is called Syed
Ghori.” (the same can be seen
between North Gate and Vadavar

river)
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“The success of Marathas greatly

perturbed the aged Nizam and he

personally undertook an expedition ‘o



to the South in order to settle
matters. When the Nizam arrived
with a large army at Arcot in March
1743 all the Chiefs of the Country
promptly submitted to him, while
Murari Rao was ordered to quit
Trichinopoly and Anwarddin was

made the Nawab of Arcot.”
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bostful language of victories gained
by his troops over those of the King of
Tanjore in two separate battles. In the
first of these conducted by his eldest
son Mapuz khan the Tanjorean army
consisted of 5000 horse and 30000 foot
composed of natives of Palghat and
other Countries and the loss by
Tanjore amounted to 200 men killed
and 400 wounded and about forty

taken prisoners.”
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Trichinopoly.

On December 13, 1749 the combined
forces of Chanda Saheb and Muzaffar
Jung crossed the Coleroon river into
the Tanjore Kingdom and in a few
days reached Tanjore which they

began to siege.”
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“At Tanjore their (Chanda Saheb)

were not fruitful, the Raja 038



procrastinated. Suddenly news
reached that Nazir Jung was fairly
well on his march into Carnatic with a
huge army. With very great difficulty,
the French troops, Muzaafaar Jung
and Chanda Saheb retreated to
Pondichery.”
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“His specific object was to recover the
amount of the deed which Prathab
Singh had given to Chanda Saheb for

56 lakhs but transferred to the Frencla97



by Reza Saheb in lieu of the expenses

incurred for the wars of the Nayaks.~
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“The Tanjore troops subjected the
French to severe hardship and the
mutilated army commanded by the
unlucky Governor reached Karaikal

on 18th August 1758".
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“The Nawab demanded from 314



Prathaba Singh all arrears of tribute.
Lord Pigot, the Governor of Madras
deputed Mr Josiah Du Pre, the second
in council to settle the terms of the
tribute payable to the Nawab.
Accordingly it was agreed that the
Raja Prathab should pay by five
instalments in about 2 years, 22 lakhs
of Rupees in discharge of the
outstanding arrears with a further

sum of 14 lakhs as a present to the
315



Nawab and also an annual tribute of 4

lakhs afterwards.”
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“Tanjore did not escape the
depradations of Haidar and in 1769 he
made plundering raid into the
country. The Raja got terrified and in
order to save his people's lives, he
finished the affair with Haidar by
paying a trifle, i.e. 4 lakhs of Rupees

and four elephants.”
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“The regent of Ramnad came to
terms according to which the Tanjore
Raja was allowed to remain in
possession of the tracts conquered

by him and to receive one lakh of —



rupees in specie and thirty thousand
rupees in jewels, two large elephants

and two pieces of Cannon”
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“By the first settlement dated 20th of
October 1771, Tulajaaji agreed to pay
eight lakhs of rupees as arrears of

tribute .. By the second settlement 48



dated 25th Oct. 1771 the Rajah
assigned the district of Mayuram and
part of the district of Kumbakonam
yielding an annual revenue of sixteen
and a quarter lakhs of rupees for two
years in lieu of the payment of 32-1/2
lakhs of rupees estimated as war

indemnity .

“As the possession of the Fort of
Vallam, the key of Tanjore was of

utmost importance to the Wallajah 249



interests, the Nawab directed his son
Umdut Ul Umara who settled the
terms, to obtain possession of it. A
fresh negotiation ensured and Umdat
Ul Umara forced the helpless Rajah to
restore not only Vallam but also

Koyilady and Elangadu to the Nawab.”
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“Tanjore experienced the worst

calamity during the three years,
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when the Nawab controlled the
Kingdom with his men. During the
interval of about 2 years and seven
months (actually from 17th
September 1773 to 11th April 1776)
between the dethrownment and
reinstatement of Raja Thulaja the
country remained under the direct

Govt. of Nawab of Arcot.”
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“On the 20th July 1780 Hyder Ali with a
formidable army descended into the

Carnatic Payenghat through the -



Chengamma Pass. Slowly extending
his depradations, he crossed
Coleroon river in May 1781 and
entered Tanjore Kingdom. He over ran
the entire country. Closely following
this devastation famine broke outin
the Tanjore country. Many thousands

have died of want.”
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Noubet: Cerimonial music, the right

to use which was specially granted b%8



the Government.
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Letter dated January 26, 1787 to Sir
Archibald Campbell, Governor of
Madras as translated by Maratha

Interpreter.

It has been my wish for two or three403



years past to adopt a son; butas |
have had no opportunity of carrying it
into execution, it has hitherto been
delayed. Having now resolved to
choose one out of my near relations, |
have fixed upon the son of Shahajee
(the son of Soubajee Rajah, my near
cousin by lineal descent) who is ten
years old and proper in all respects.
Accordingly on the 2nd of Rubbi Sanni

(22nd Jan.) in consequence of my
404



wishes, | adopted and named him
Serbojee Rajah with all the forms of
our religion; this has afforded great
relief to my mind. As your Excellency
is my friend and favourer, | have
written a letter to give you this
pleasing information. | am firmly
convinced that whatever favour and
protection | have received from the
Hon'ble Company and from your

Excellency will hereafter be
405



continued to my child Serbojee

without deviation.”

AAAAA

Saraswathi Mahal, Tanjavur
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“The next morning Rajah who was
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rapidly sinking requested the
attendance of the Resident

Mr Hudleston, Col. Stuart, the
Commandar of the Garrison and
Mr.Swartz. The dying prince then sent
the following message to them. After
stating that in compliance with the
suggestion of Mr.Swartz, he has
appointed Amar Singh to the
Guardian of the Child and regent of

the Country, till he should be capable
416



of succeeding to the throne.”

“In the course of the evening after the
preceding conversation the Rajah's
mother visited him and earnestly
interceded on behalf of Ramasamy,
afterwards called “Amar Singh~. This
combined with the advice of Father
Swartz determined Thulaja Raja to
adopt the plan proposed. He
accordingly sent for his brother

delivered his adopted son into his 17



hands, desired him to be his guardian
and earnestly commended him to his

care and affection.

But before his death he wanted to
adopt some one to succeed him and
for that purpose, he chose Serfojee
from a collateral branch and
appointed his brother Amar Singh as

Regent till the boy came of age~
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“The next morning he (Serfojee) for
the first time, since his confinement
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“Having noticed that the house, was
nearly cleaned out and Serfojee’s
furniture removed there. | (Resident)
conducted him to it and placed a
guard of 12 sepoys over him. | have
ordered a proper person,
recommended by Mr.Swartz, a

Maratha Brahman named Dhada Raq%



to attend to his education.” s¢semsufen
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establishment was formed
amounting to one thousand and
seventy seven star pagodas monthly
for Serfojee and his relatives and one

thousand star pagodas each to the 406



three widows of the deceased Rajah.”
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“The Board resolved to call on the
most learned Pandits in Bengal and
Benaras for answers to the substance
of the questions put to the Pandits at
Tanjore that those questions were
translated by the late Sir William
Jones into Sanskrit and transmitted to

the Pandits of bengal and Benaras 430



whose answers had been duly
received and translated for the use of

the Board.”
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“A liberal prince (Amar Singh) no
doubt, he worked for the welfare of
his people. Anxious to promote
cultivation, he granted an increase of
the ryot's share of the produce,
suspended the colletion of duties on

452



grain exported for the relief of the
famine sticken Ramnad in 1794, set up
a Court and introduced individual
settlement in the place of the village

settlement.”
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