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“Faqir — Persian darwesh. The
Arabic word faqir signifies 'poor, but it is used
in the sense of being in need of mercy, and
poor in the sight of God, rather than in need of
wordly assistance. Darwesh is a Persian word,
derived from dar, 'a door'. i.e those who beg
door to door. The terms are generally used for
those who lead a religious life, religious faqirs
and divided into two great classes, the 'ba shar'
(with the law), or those who govern their
conduct according to the principles of Islam
and the 'be shar' (without the law)”. 21

20 ugldradd, @aeomsw
SMOEHETGHSWILD, 1979, L1.440.
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Dictionary of Islam, 1978, p. 121.
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"It is alarming and also
nauseating to see Mr. Gandhi, a seditious

middle temple lawyer, now posing as a fakir of
a type well known in the east, striding half-



naked up the steps of the viceregal palace,
while he is still organizing
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and conducting a  defiant
campaign of civil disobedience, to parley on
equal terms with the representative of the
king-emperor."24
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“The more zealous fagirs devote
themselves to the most qustere acts, and shut
themselves up in their cells, so as to give
themselves up for whole hours to prayer and
meditation. The others pass very often a whole
night in pronouncing the words Hi and Altah,
or rather the

phrase, 'La itaha ili a llah”. 25
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“The Majztub faqirs are totally
absorbed in religious reverie. The Azad shave



their beards, whiskers, moustaches, eye -
brows, and eye -lashes, and lead lives of
celibacy.The Azad and Majzub faqirs can
scarcely be said to be muhammadans, as they
do not say the regular prayers or observe the
ordinances of Islam, so that a description of
their various sects does not fall within the
limits of this work. The salik faqirs are divided
into very numerous orders, but their chief
difference consists in their silsilah, or chain of
succession, from their great teachers, the
Khalifahs Abu Bakr and Ali who are said to
have beent he founders of the religious order
of faqirs”.30

30 Thomas Patricks
Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, 1978, p. 121.
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